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Pressure by WJRO comes as Poland balks on payments to non-citizens.
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I’'m a\survivor, a Holocaust'survivor

vion, in a WJRO video, says, "l will ot give up’ trying to get her family's property

The two video clips run no more than a minute each and succinctly tell
what happened to the property of two Holocaust survivors and their
families. Simply put, it was taken by the Nazis and has never been
returned, despite entreaties to the current governments of Poland and
Slovakia.

‘With a mournful cello swelling in the background, one of the survivors,

Lea Evron, 85, of Whitestone, Queens, describes her father’s fur factory

and nearby three-story apartment building in Zywiec, Poland, as well as
the family’s exile and her lifelong quest for the return of the factory and
the building.

“Since 1988, when Poland became a democratic country, I have been trying
to recover my father’s factory and building,” she says. “Although I have
received numerous promises from Polish presidents, until today these
properties have not been returned. I will not give up.”

In the second video, against the backdrop of violins, 92-year-old Greta
Mares of Forest Hills, Queens, describes living in Topolcany, Slovakia,
when in 1942 the Nazis came and took “everything of value,” including
their jewelry, cars and furs.
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Their videos, posted on the website of the World Jewish Restitution
Organization (https://wjro.org.il/mypropertystory/), are part of
#MyPropertyStory, launched on the eve of Yom HaShoah, Holocaust
Remembrance Day (May 2), and designed to raise awareness about the
need to address restitution of Jewish private and communal property
seized during the Holocaust.

Gideon Taylor, the WJRO’s chair of operations, said in a statement that
“tens of thousands of people are participating in the ... campaign from
around the world. Survivors, their families, and others are using the power
of social media to share stories of lives that were forever changed by the
Holocaust to shed a light on the injustice suffered by millions as a result of
what was wrongfully taken from them during the Shoah and its aftermath
and help ensure a small amount of justice for the future.”

Poland is the only country in the European Union that has not enacted
national property restitution legislation. At the end of 2017, the Polish
legislature drafted a bill that would provide for compensation payments
for people who lost property in the Holocaust, but it pointedly excluded
non-citizens and those who were not residents at the time their property
was confiscated. The WJRO urged the government to delete those
exclusions and the legislation was held up. Taylor of the WJRO said his
organization is again pressing the Polish legislature to revise the
legislation and adopt it.

“We hope that the Polish government understands that compensation
needs to be addressed,” he told The Jewish Week. “We hope they will
recognize that and take action.”

Providing encouragement to the campaign were the February remarks of
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. During his visit to Warsaw, at a joint press
conference with Poland’s minister of foreign affairs, Jacek Czaputowicz, he
said that the U.S. appreciates “the importance of resolving outstanding
issues of the past, and I urge my Polish colleagues to move forward with
comprehensive private property restitution legislation for those who lost
property during the Holocaust era.”

Czaputowicz did not address the issue and reporters did not raise it during
the question-and-answer period. Email queries to the Polish Embassy in
‘Washington were not answered.

In the video and in a later interview, Evron said that she and her mother
were the only members of her family to survive the Holocaust. She said
they survived by hiding in the homes of many non-Jewish Polish families.

“After the war, my mother said we are going home, and we took a train and
got off at a station that was close to our buildings,” she recalled. “As we
walked to them, a woman passed in front of us, stopped and said, ‘Look at
this. Hitler promised to get rid of all the Jews and now they are coming
back.” That was our welcome home.”

“The sad story is that the survivors survived the Holocaust and now have
to suffer another persecution by the Polish government,” he added. “There
are other survivors who don’t need the money but who say they want to
give the buildings to their children; but Poland ignores them. Some have
their own financial problems and instead of finishing their life in dignity,
are finishing it in poverty because they cannot get back their property.”
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