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ZRBG Pension Update:  
 

Requests from Germany for Updated Income Data  
from Recipients of ZRBG Widow(er)’s Pensions 

 
 
In June or July 2025, the German pension agency, the Deutsche Rentenversicherung (“DRV”), 
began sending letters to ZRBG Widow(er)’s Pension recipients in the United States, 
requesting updated information about their income – in particular, about their U.S. Social 
Security benefits.  ZRBG Widow(er)’s Pensions are paid to the surviving spouse of a Holocaust 
survivor who performed non-forced work in a ghetto during World War II. 
 
 
What information is the DRV requesting and why do they want it? 
 
The DRV is requesting updated information about the pension recipient’s U.S. Social 
Security benefits for the years 2024 and 2025.   
 
The request relates to U.S. legislation that was signed into law by President Biden in January 
2025, repealing the “Windfall Elimination Provision” (“WEP”), which reduced some people’s 
Social Security benefits if they received another pension in addition to Social Security.  Because 
of the repeal of the WEP, some Social Security beneficiaries have had their U.S. benefits 
adjusted and increased, retroactive to January 2024.   
 
ZRBG pensions are recalculated each year on July 1st, and for widow(er)’s pensions, the 
recipient’s other income is taken into account.  Therefore, the DRV is trying to determine 
whether each surviving spouse’s 2024-2025 income has increased due to the WEP 
repeal.   
 
A sample of the DRV’s letter is attached to this fact sheet. 
 

➢ The DRV is only seeking data from ZRBG recipients who receive a widow(er)’s pension, 
because while income is relevant to the calculation of widow’s pensions, it is not relevant 
to ZRBG pensions based on one’s own ghetto work. 
 

 
How can individuals tell if their Social Security income was affected by the WEP repeal? 
 
Most ZRBG Pension recipients are not affected by the WEP or its repeal because, under 
the U.S.-Germany Social Security Agreement, the Windfall Elimination Provision does not apply 
to German pensions that are based on work performed before 1957.   
 
Nonetheless, some people could be affected by the WEP repeal if, in addition to Social Security 
and ZRBG, they also receive a further pension, or if their German pension includes benefits for 
work that their spouse performed after 1956.   

https://secure.ssa.gov/apps10/poms.nsf/lnx/0200307290#:~:text=1.%C2%A0,German%20acronym%20ZRBG).
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Anyone whose U.S. Social Security benefits are adjusted because of the WEP repeal will 
receive a mailed notice from Social Security explaining the benefit change, and a retroactive 
payment will be deposited in their bank account. 
 
 
How should recipients respond to the DRV’s request for income data?  
 
It is important to respond to the DRV’s letter, even if the widow(er)’s Social Security benefits did 
not increase because of the 2025 repeal of the WEP; otherwise, the German pension might be 
suspended or revoked.   
 
➢ The DRV’s letter is usually accompanied by a reply form titled, “Determination of income 

in the event of pensions on account of death,” to be filled out and signed by the pension 
recipient.  (A sample of the reply form is attached to this fact sheet.) 

 
Section A asks if the widow(er)’s U.S. Social Security was affected by the WEP, and if their 
benefits were recalculated as a result of the WEP repeal. 

 

• If the recipient has not received a notice from Social Security indicating that their 
benefits for 2024 and 2025 were adjusted because of the WEP repeal, they can 
answer “No” in this section. 

 

• If the recipient did receive a notice from Social Security indicating that their benefits 
for 2024 and 2025 were adjusted because of the WEP repeal, they should answer 
“Yes” and attach a copy of the notice. 

 
Section B asks the widow(er) to attach documents showing the amount of their Social 
Security benefits from July 1, 2024 to July 1, 2025.   

 

• The widow(er) should attach copies of their Social Security cost-of-living increase 
notices for 2024 and 2025.   

 

• If they do not have those documents, they can go to a Social Security field office and 
request a Benefit Verification Letter and a history of their benefits from July 2024 
forward, or they can obtain the records online if they have or create an account at the 
SSA’s website: https://www.ssa.gov/manage-benefits. 

 
➢ The DRV’s letter might also include Form A015, titled “Abroad – Invalidity pension or old-

age pension from the statutory pension insurance,” which is meant to be filled out and 
signed by an employee of the U.S. Social Security Administration.   

 

• Form A015 is only required if the widow(er) cannot supply other proof of their 
2024-2025 Social Security income.  If the Reply Form is submitted with appropriate 
documentation of their Social Security benefits, they do not have to return Form 
A015.   

 
 
The reply form and any attachments should be mailed to the Deutsche Rentenversicherung, at 
the address printed on the first page of the DRV’s letter.   

https://www.ssa.gov/manage-benefits
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